CHAPTER III

THE SPIRITUAL METHOD OF THE GURU

SOME years ago a young student called Satyakama with a
passion for philosophy and a religious bent of mind, not
satisfied with secular life, renounced his study and his home
and wandered restlessly in South India for many years in
search of a guru who would allay the ever-increasing hunger
of his soul for God-realization. Weary of vain search and filled
with the agony of despair, he drifted in the end to the rock
fort of Tiruchirappalli and ascended its steps. When he reached
the top, a new feeling of hope and joy crept into hjs soul
and elated his being. The sun began to set and the scenery
around was sublime. Far below lay the historic city where time
lias written its story of human wrecks and triumphs. From
the heart of humanity wailing over the world's wretched-
ness with myriad tongues, there came forth the sacred
sound of * Aum9 as if it soured to heaven. Nature wore her
garb of evening prayer; the infinitude of space all around
lay in meditative repose. The sun tired of his earthly rule
put on an yellow robe and speedily sought the feet of Lord
Ranganatha in His island temple of S'rirangam.

Satyakama felt himself irresistibly drawn to a solitary
retreat where, strange to say, there sat a r^'-like old
man rapt in sam^dhi radiating light and rapture all round